
NDEWS Sentinel Site Report, August 2023: 
What is happening in your area regarding xylazine-related wounds?

National Survivors Union: Caty Simon
 People in North Carolina, Philadelphia, and Indiana with xylazine lesions are being denied care and 
healthcare facilities not equipped to deal with them. In Maine, Philadelphia, North Carolina, Indiana, 
Milwaukee, lesions do not appear to correspond with injection sites or other routes of administration 
and quickly expand over body. Polysubstance use common. Anecdotal evidence reports wound 
reduction with alcohol-cleaned syringes. Xeroform bandages – advanced petroleum wound care 

gauze – are expensive. 

Sites with no information at this time: 
Atlanta, Denver, Kentucky, Los Angeles, 
Minneapolis, New York City, Phoenix, Texas

San Francisco: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA
No evidence of xylazine involvement, may be 
due in part to the rapid decline in injection, 

replaced by smoking of fentanyl.  

Detroit: Rita Seith, MPH 
Access problems reported for 
wound treatment. Wounds not 
limited to site. Cost of bandages 

limiting factor.

St. Louis: Heidi Israel, PHD, 
FNP, LCSW, CCRG

 Patients may be referred to 
higher level of care due to 
severity of wounds. ER cannot 
refuse treatment of patient in 
need. Anecdotal treatment 

options provided. 
  

San Diego: Annick Borquez, PhD
 Seven xylazine and fentanyl-related deaths 
reported since November 2022. Xylazine found 
in police seizures. Wounds: education needed, 
cared for with wet dressing, or xeroform gauze, 
cost for materials high, showing up in areas 
not associated with injection sites, on legs and 
arms, not a current cause for being turned 

away from outpatient treatment. 

Seattle: Jason Williams, PhD & 
Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW 

Xylazine is occasionally detected in 
combination with fentanyl in fatal 
overdoses, among those receiving 
methadone treatment, and local 
crime lab data; the number and 
percent have remained low for the 
past two years. A wound likely related 
to xylazine was informed by a new 
community drug checking program.

Chicago: Lawrence Ouellet, PhD 
Residential drug treatment programs sometimes 
turn away people; no information on outpatients 
denying treatment due to wounds. Wounds appear to 
worsen more quickly with xylazine involvement. 
Wounds/infections in people who do not inject drugs, 

makes physicians suspect xylazine involvement. 

Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD
No reports of xylazine-related wounds 

in decedents.
  

 NDEWS is funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse to the University of Florida (PI: Cottler, Co-Is: Goldberger, Nixon, Striley), New York University 
(Co-I: Palamar), and Florida Alantic University (Co-I: Barenholtz). 

Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP
Anecdotal treatment options provided.


