NDEWS What trends are being

Sentinel Site Report, July 2025:

observed concerning the prevalence and concentration

of "pharmacological" adulterants in the local drug supply?

Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW
& Jason Williams, PhD

Xylazine is present ~10% of samples sold as fentanyl brought to
community drug checking programs statewide in 2025, medetomidine
has only recently begun to replace xylazine. Xylazine is almost entirely
found with fentanyl, even on rare occasions where the compound was
not sold as fentanyl. Medetomidine has yet to be seen in state crime lab
data but has been detected in 5 samples from statewide drug checking,
always with fentanyl. Samples samples sold as fentanyl rarely come up
positive for benzodiazepines. Local anesthetics started recently
appearing in the drug supply, with a detection spike in Q3 2024 within
community samples from statewide drug checking and are now the
3rd most common finding in samples sold as fentanyl, after fentanyl
itself and other analgesics. Given their association with fentanyl,
co-occurrence with xylazine or medetomidine is common.

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD

We do not have this information at this time.

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD

Provisional numbers 2025 from the Vital Statistics Program of the
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment report 55
fatal overdoses in which benzodiazepines were detected alone and
39 in which benzodiazepines were co-detected with any opioid
analgesic. Colorado’s Syndromic Surveillance Dashboard reported
126 nonfatal overdoses involving benzodiazepines resulting in ED
Visits from January 2025 - July 2025.

San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA

Opioid mortality remains 95% fentanyl in San Francisco.
Benzodiazepine-related mortality is nearly all in the context of
opioids, and largely novel synthetic agents such as bromazolam.
Other agents such as "-caines" remain at standard frequency.

San Diego, CA: Annick Boérquez, PhD

Of the 400 drug-related deaths reported from January-August 2025,
none have involved medetomidine or local anesthetics. This could
be an underrepresentation, as medical examiners may not be
testing for these drugs. 17 fatal overdoses involved benzodiazepines;
all were polysubstance-related. 22 (5.5%) of the 400 drug-related
deaths were considered intentional, 13 of which involved
pharmacological sedatives/anesthetics. Lidocaine has been
identified in fentanyl samples via FTIR community drug checking.

Minnesota: Nate Wright, PhD, MPH

Emergence of such adulterants thus far has included
detections of xylazine in overdose deaths, medetomidine in
our biosurveillance program, and continued presence of
local anesthetics. Data and reports show that detections of
these substances have been growing modestly, but we
have not seen large increases or outbreaks related to these
adulterants in the local drug supply.
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Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD

Response Key We had only one case positive for local anesthetics (i.e., lidocaine) and no other drugs were

Submitted response

detected in our toxicology casework. Within law enforcement seized drugs casework, there
were multiple cases indicated for local anesthetics with lidocaine being the most indicated,
to monthly SSD report followed by benzocaine in late 2024-early 2025. Tetracaine and procaine were also
indicated. In one case, fentanyl was detected with lidocaine, medetomidine, and xylazine.

] In another, lidocaine was detected with bromazolam and flubromazepam, and in a

No response submitted different case detected the co-occurrence of lidocaine and bromazolam. Houston Fire

to monthly SSD report Department's suspected drug incident numbers in 2024 do not indicate any trends with
non-opioid sedatives; overall there were 12 xylazine related incidents in 2024.

Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD

The Cook County medical examiner’s report of fatal overdose involving fentanyl, noted a Ohio: Kellev K PhD
decline in co-occurrence of xylazine in Q1-Q2 of 2024 vs. Q1-Q2 of 2025, co-occurrence of e LAsl R e i sy

benzodiazepines increased. _ . . . . .
P Non-opioid sedatives have been reported in Ohio for several years, primarily
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Systematic testing of medetomidine overdose deaths in NYC did
not start until Fall 2024. We continue to track the presence of

Z medetomidine in overdose deaths but do not have 2025 findings
at this time. We see medetomidine and xylazine have been
detected in community drug samples brought to the NYC drug
checking program. Emergency department medical providers
continue to report suspected medetomidine involved overdose to
NYC Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene for further investigation.

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD

B) We continue to see an abundance of patients self-presenting
to the ED with elevated blood pressure and heart rate, along
@) with vomiting due to medetomidine withdrawal.

ﬂ\ Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP

‘ We do not have this informmation at this time.

Kentucky: Peter Rock, MPH

No response submitted.

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA

In 4,454 |law enforcement seized drug analyses conducted in the last 2 months, there
were zero reported cases of xylazine or medetomidine. There was 1 case of benzocaine,

‘ but no other local anesthetics. For benzodiazepines, there were 9 cases of bromazolam
and 1 of clonazolam. These cases are like to likely to represent substances being sold or
possessed as something other than their actual pharmacological contents, because
there are no clear cases of adulteration as the drugs were seized alone, not detected as
part of a polysubstance mixture.

Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD

Two new adulterants have been identified in the illicit fentanyl supply in the

state of Florida — 1) BTMPS (bis(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-piperidyl) sebacate), an
& industrial chemical; and 2) medetomidine, a veterinary sedative and

anesthetic. Medetomidine has been identified in a few decedents.

St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG

While fentanyl without any other substance is still one of the most common findings in

postmortem toxicology of fatal overdoses, methamphetamine and cocaine are increasingly found in

medical examiner data. Most often one of them is detected with fentanyl, but we are starting to see

this combination include least one other drug ex. methamphetamine/cocaine + fentanyl + xylazine,

this is becoming more common than seeing fentanyl + xylazine without a stimulant. Fentanyl

co-detection with a benzodiazepine, including bromozolam and alprazolam, is also being seen in N'DEws

medical examiner data.
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