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San Francisco, CA: Phillip Coffin, MD, MIA
 
Minimal involvement of cathinones has been seen in substance use or 
mortality data. There are no known cathinone-involved deaths or nonfatal 
events since a single case in 2015, where a cathinone was noted as "present" 
in a death. The screening programs that test for substances have also not 
identified any cathinones.

Seattle, WA: Caleb Banta-Green, PhD, MPH, MSW
& Jason Williams, PhD

King County has not seen any positive crime lab cases for 
cathinones since 2022. County-wide community drug checking has 
seen 14 cases positive for cathinones in 2025, 10 of which were sold 
as cathinones. All were crystal, rock, or powder, except for 1 tablet 
sold as alprazolam (Xanax). The other samples include one sold as 
MDMA and one sold as fentanyl.

Florida: Bruce Goldberger, PhD

The prevalence of synthetic cathinones in decedents has dropped precipitously 
statewide. There have been limited reports of alpha-PiHPP (isoPV8), MD-PiHP, 
and N,N-dimethylpentylone in decedents. alpha-PiHPP (isoPV8) has been 
identified in crime lab reports from South Florida. 

San Diego, CA: Annick Bórquez, PhD

While a small number of deaths involved bath salts between 
2011-2016, no drug-related deaths involving cathinones have been 
reported since January 2024. Cathinones have not been identified 
by the drug checking program using FTIR and there are no reports 
of recent bath salt seizures in the news. 

Texas: Dayong Lee, PhD

Synthetic cathinones have not been prevalent in the local drug supplies or among 
those who use drugs. Our Toxicology section does not routinely screen for synthetic 
cathinones, but the Seized Drugs section has had a handful of recent cases 
indicated for N-cyclohexylmethylone, N-isopropyl butylone, and eutylone. Dallas 
County’s Southwestern Institute of Forensic Sciences did not report any synthetic 
cathinones from their Seized Drugs section since last detected in 2023 and no 
detections in the past 5 years from their Toxicology section.

St. Louis, MO: Heidi Israel, PhD, FNP, LCSW, CCRG

There is no evidence of synthetic cathinones attributing to 
causes of death in local medical examiner data.

Atlanta, GA: Matt Myers, MS, MPA

Over the last 2 months seized-drug findings show synthetic cathinones 
dominating the non-methamphetamine stimulant market, driven by 
N,N-Dimethylpentylone (46 detections). Additional synthetic cathinones are 
less common.

Washington, DC: Lisa Wiederlight, MPP

DC’s Syringe Surveillance Program analyzed drug residue in  
3,010 syringes, between September 2024 - August 2025. 
N,N-Dimethylpentylone was detected in 46 (1.5%) syringes. 
Earlier this year there has been media coverage on two larger 
cases involving attempted possession with intent to distribute 
N,N-Dimethylpentylone.  

Minnesota: Nate Wright, PhD, MPH

Cathinones have not been detected in state-level biosurveillance 
program 2025 data. Historically, cathinone detections are rare and/or 
sporadic. Cathinone exposure calls to the poison center are infrequent 
(i.e., ~ < 10 per year) and have been decreasing since 2020.

Nebraska: Patrick Habecker, PhD

Based on discussion with regional contacts and surveillance data, 
cathinones are not on the radar, we also have not seen cathinones 

reported in our survey data from our cohort participants.

Ohio: Kelley Kampman, PhD

Synthetic cathinones do not appear to be a major presence in the local drug 
supply. There has been some reporting that substituted cathinones have 
been detected as adulterants in the methamphetamine supply. 

Denver, CO: Tyler Coyle, MD

From CDPHE Vital Statistics Program’s data 2019-2025, 
there was 1 fatal overdose involving bath salts/synthetic 
cathinone/eutylone in 2021. There is no information from 
the Colorado Hospital Association data sources on nonfatal 
overdoses related to these categories of substance.

Chicago, IL: Mary Mackesy-Amiti, PhD

We have not seen synthetic cathinones in any of the samples 
brought for drug checking, nor in Cook County medical 

examiner data.

Philadelphia, PA: Jeanmarie Perrone, MD

Collaborators at the Center for Forensic Science 
Research and Education’s (CFSRE) NPS Discovery 
program published their Q2 Drug Checking Report in 
partnership with the Philadelphia Department of Public 
Health (PDPH) and Pennsylvania Groundhogs Group 
(PAG). Between April 1-June 30, 2025, 332 samples were 
analyzed, multiple synthetic cathinones were detected.

New York City, NY: Ellenie Tuazon, MPH

We have seen a few samples with cathinones in 
community-based drug checking data.

Kentucky: Sentinel Site Director transition

Sentinel Site Report, August 2025:
What trends are being observed concerning synthetic cathinones 

or “bath salts” in the local drug supply?

Sentinel Site Director 
transition

Response indicates no 
recent signal related to drug

Response indicates recent 
signal related to drug


