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Synthetic cathinones

The Rapid Street Reporting (RSR) team visited Chicago, from September 12th to 14th, 
2025 and surveyed 237 individuals. After alcohol and marijuana for recreational use, 
the next most commonly reported substances used in the past 12 months were 
psilocybin (15.5%), ecstasy/MDMA/Molly (9.2%), marijuana for medical use (7.9%), 
delta-8 (7.9%) and powder cocaine (7.9%).

Substance use in the past 12 months: Chicago, IL
Survey dates: September 12 to 14, 2025

N=237

https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2021/09/27/dea-issues-public-safety-alert�

Prescription stimulants include nonmedical use of Adderall, Ritalin, or 
another drug for ADHD.
Benzodiazepines include Xanax/alprazolam and Klonopin/clonazepam.
Nonmedical use.
Prescription opioids include Vicodin/other hydrocodone, OxyContin, 
tramadol, and codeine with Tylenol.
Synthetic cannabinoids include Spice and K2.
Other opioids include heroin and other unspecified opioid drugs.
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2Cs include Nexus, Europa and smiles
Synthetic cathinones include methylone/M1, flakka/alpha-PVP, 
and pentylone.
Tryptamines include DMT, AMT,  and 5-MeO-DMT. 
Other inhalants include nitrous oxide/whippets.
Dissociative drugs include 3-MeO-PCP and 4-MeO-PCP.
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Chicago

Observations from NDEWS Chicago Site Director: 
Mary Ellen Mackesy-Amiti, PhDD 

“Results highlight high prevalence of cocaine and other 

stimulants[...]. In the first half of 2025, over half of overdose 

deaths involved cocaine, usually in combination with opioids. 

[…] MDMA has appeared in about 1% of drug toxicity deaths[…]. 

The collected data are consistent with the rising prevalence of 

psilocybin use noted nationwide[…]. ” 
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Characteristics of Chicago, IL participants
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