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Aims: Previous data from the Rapid Street Reporting (RSR) study of the National Drug Early
Warning System (NDEWS) show that psilocybin is the third most frequently reported substance
overall in the general population from late 2021 through fall 2025. Given changes in legislation and
popular opinion surrounding psilocybin, we analyzed changes in reported rates of use over time in
cities visited by the team on more than occasion.

Methods: Beginning in November 2021, RSR has deployed interviewing teams using a
venue-intercept method to survey the general public about past 12-month use of substances in
Sentinel Sites and hotspots across the US. We reviewed self-reported rates of use of psilocybin in
cities visited more than once to determine statistically significant changes over time.

Results: Six cities of the nine with repeat visits showed significant changes to reported rates of
use of psilocybin. Rates of use in Chicago doubled, from 7.4% to 15.5% between 2023 and 2025,
and in Denver rates nearly doubled, from 17.2% to 32.8%, from 2022 to 2025. Similarly, use in San
Francisco from 2021 to 2023 showed a strong increase from 23.9% to 37.6%. In New York City rates
increased significantly from 13.4% to 21.9% from 2022 to 2023, then showed a non-significant
decrease to 15.5% in 2025. Another Eastern city, Washington, DC, saw a sizeable decrease from
12.5% to 5.1% between 2022 and 2025, as did Southeastern city Charleston, from 14.1% to 6.8%
from 2022 to 2025.

Conclusions: Trends in reported rates of psilocybin use varied across these cities geographically,
with significant increases reported primarily in Midwestern and Western locations and decreases
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seen in Eastern and Southeastern areas. Variation in the timing of the visits prevents direct
comparison, but it is likely that decriminalization of psilocybin in Colorado in November 2022 and in
San Francisco in May 2019 have impacted the high rates of use (around one-third of those
surveyed) reported in those locales. More research is needed to determine the specifics of these
changes, for instance whether reported use includes microdosing, and what harms might emerge
from the changing patterns of use.
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