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Summary Abstract Harm reduction services (HRS) are practices that aim to minimise the
negative health, social and legal impacts associated with drug use and drug policies. HRS can
provide alternatives for people who use drugs (PWUD), which could be especially impactful in Latin
America (LA), given the lack of support, social exclusion and violence that these comunitites
experience. In recent years, community-based movements have led to the implementation of novel
HRS in LA cities. However, evidence on their impact is still limited, and research is needed to
improve services and provide actionable recommendations that can improve the lives of PWUD. As
the need and demand for HRS grows in the Pan-American region, this symposium will explore the
landscape of HRS in LA, and the impact of specific programs implemented Colombia, Brasil and
Mexico. First, Ignacio Bérquez will present examples and reflect on opportunities for HRS in the
region, synthesizing results from a scoping review of literature published between 2013-2024 on
HRS in LA and the Caribbean. Second, Jaime Arredondo will share findings from a study using an
implementation science approach to evaluate overdose prevention and education services in
Mexico and Colombia, and share lessons for replicating equitable responses for substance use
across the Global South. Third, Andrea Gallassi will present results from a mixed-methods study
assessing HIV and substance use/mental health among people experiencing homelessness in
Brasilia, Brazil describing differences in uptake of treatment in community-based,
government-funded settings vs. rehabilitation at religious/12-step-based therapeutic communities.
Lastly, Julian Santaella will share results from a study evaluating the opening of a harm reduction
center, including a supervised injection site, in Cali, Colombia. Chair Noa Krawczyk and Co-Chair
Annick Borquez will lead a discussion on implications for advancing research and health services in
the region.
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